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his fellow-countrymen. Under Prince Alexander, he
had chiefly devoted his time to his practice as a
lawyer, but when the country was in danger lie came
forward as its saviour. Arbitrary he undoubtedly
was, but for sheer ability and force of character he
stood unrivalled among Balkan statesmen. If he
had shown more tact towards his sovereign and more
polish in his dealings with his sovereign's consort, he
might have kept his place and his life for years. Rut
the Bulgarian peasant was strong within him ; he
was the very opposite of a courtier, while his. Prince
attached an exaggerated amount of importance to
the pomp and circumstance of royalty. It was in-
evitable that soont-T or later the two men should dis-
agree, and at the very first the minister thought that
he could never get on with his master. But as long
as Prince Ferdinand was a comparative stranger to
the manners and customs of Bulgaria, there was peace
between them, for the minister, from his superior
knowledge, was necessarily supreme. It was only
when the Prince had begun to feel himself capable
of judging and acting for himself, that the two fell
out. Stambuloff treated the Prince like a puppet,
and had not the tact to rule his sovereign without
showing that he ruled.

The first difficulty which beset the new Prince and
his minister was the hostile attitude of Russia. By
the Treaty of Berlin it was necessary that the ruler
of Bulgaria should be elected by the Grand Sohranje
with the consent of the Powers. This consent Russia,
as one of the Powers, refused, basing her refusal upon
the alleged invalidity of the elections to the Grand